This precipitate is commonly, but I conceive incorrectly, regarded as a hydrosulphuret of the oxide of antimony. It appears rather to be a hydrated sulphuret of the metal.
son, in examining some food supposed to contain tartar emetic, I was led to inquire into the comparative value of the tests recommended for detecting that substance; and as, on pursuing the investigation, I found reason to distrust the method described in our best works on toxicology, and at the same time succeeded in rendering it more secure, I am induced to believe that a short account of my experiments will not be unacceptable to the public.
Many reagents decompose tartar emetic, and cause precipitates in its solution. Of these the principal are alkaline substances, the stronger acids, such as the muriatic and sulphuric, the infusion of gall-nuts, and sulphuretted hydrogen. The result also depends on the velocity with which the hydrogen is transmitted through the tube. If the gas passes rapidly, some of the metal is hurried off at the moment of separation from the sulphur, and is deposited within the tube as a metallic film, which is sometimes very distinct. If, on the contrary, the passage of the gas is slow, this appearance does not take place.
15y means of this process, I have succeeded in procuring from the tenth of a grain of the sulphuret metallic antimony, the lustre of which could be distinctly seen with the assistance of a lens. From half of the precipitates procured from the mixture of two grains of tartar emetic with broth and milk, J procured distinct metallic globules.
Should a considerable quantity of animal or vegetable matter
